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the insurrection, and support the civil authority."
It appeared to him that "the very existence of the
Government demands this course." He urged that
the force employed ought "to be an imposing one,
such, if practicable, as will deter from opposition,
save the effusion of the blood of the citizens, and
serve the object to be accomplished." He pro-
posed a force of twelve thousand men, of whom
three thousand were to be cavalry, and he advised
that, in addition to the Pennsylvania militia,
New Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia should each
contribute a quota.
All the members of the Cabinet except Randolph
concurred in Hamilton's opinion. The practical
execution of the measures was entrusted to
Hamilton, who acted with great sagacity. Some
appearance of timidity and inertia in Pennsylvania
state authority was indirectly but effectually coun-
teracted by measures which showed that the mili-
tary expedition would move even if Pennsylvania
held back. Although some troops were to gather
at Carlisle, Pennsylvania, others were to meet at
Cumberland Fort, Virginia. The business was so
shrewdly managed that Pennsylvania state author-
ity fell obediently into line, and the insurgents
were so cowed by the determined action of the Gov-